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BULGARTAN AGRICULTURAL POLICIES
AIMED AT REDUCING PEASANT INDEPENDENCE

| The barvest this season is at its height
and 1s very ahundant, especially the wheat harvest. All the efforts by
the local authorities and the press have led to more active work.

The government has agaiu sent emiszaries to the villages to super-
vise the gathering of grain for compulsory state grain deliveries.
Each year this supervision hes become stricter and more efficient.

The regime still has difficulties in applying its agrarian policy,
i vhich is groving more execting, but the peasmnts' resistancz seems to
A hsve “iminighed in intemsity. Especilally with regard to the fixing of
. percentagss of compulsory dsliveries, the villaaer: have realized that
C all their efforts would be in vain; as in former years.

They also recall that all the promises mcde them vere only wards.
They bave not forgotten that last year Chervenkov promised them that
all members of conperatives who wanted to leave cooperative farms would
be free to do s0. No requests of this sort were granted, however. A
nuzmber ¢f those vho asked permisgion to leawve were sent to concerntration
camps after Leing accused of starting trouble in their villages.

Nevertheless, the present harvest campaign has not pessed witbout
several incidents caused by the increase of paymert in kind. desmnded by
) M'S {machine tractor stations) for their servicee and by the imcresce in
Eaavas COMpUlSOry slate grain deliverids. In 1951, MPS deducted one pail of wheat
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{sbout 20 kilograms) for each 20 pails of wvheat hervested by their ma~’
chines, and the state grajn dalivery quote was calculated on the remsin-’
ing 19 pails. In 1952; MIS sre deducting one pail of wheat for esch 1;
yalls. Thie applise a2lso to other sgricultural products.

Under thege circumstances it is5 easy o see why peasanis, even on.’
the cooparttive farms, try to do without the services of the MPS which -
. are imposed on them and prefer to do their work with the primitive neens:
at their dispesal

} " The peasa.nts also believe that as tha nu.mber of mch:i.x;es mt:reases ;
e Sl ST T menpover in the villages will become unnscesaary apd will be recruited:

3 TN for ipduetry. The Bulgarian peassm, wh:a is &ttat.:hed to the eartb, vishes
' S .to aveid this above £ll else. L k

L In additiom, the price of wheat, vh.ich in 1951 was 26 ald leva
+[quantity not atsted/ hss dropped o 1652 to 17 old leva, the price now:
pald to those who produce it. This eppreciable drop in the purchase ..
.l price certainly was not eimed at lowering the price of bread for the .
T popu;lation. Or the cmtr&ry, in May 19‘52 the m*ice vac mised consider-,
P ably .

Peasunt discmtmt B which was patural aftaer thaae Hew impoaitims,
was apparent in many regions, but especially in the districts eround

[ : Ruge and Vidin, where unrest took a more serious form ikan in other parts

; of the country. Here thes pessants protested and refusad categoricaliy

N to accept MIS services.

Meny criticisms on this subject appeared in the prees, which de-
manded severe measures to force complete obedience to crders

‘heee nev messures, vhich reduced stiil further tee lncome of pri-
vate cui cooperative farmers, only eimed &t preventing them from accumu-
T lating reserves vhich vould mske them independant. Thus each person
. maat live fram dey to dsy end constantly has finencial Sifficulties.

<3 Tais policy i8 more difficult to apply im the villages than in the
B cities, where the prople are all wage earners daspendent on their Jobs,
o vhile the viliagers have et their disposal ail eesential foods. This ie
Just wvhere the regime wishes to strike & declsive blow. Since the reas-
antry forms three fourths of the population, restrictite economic mess-
R uree surely vill be extendel to rural aveas 50 that pemsants also will
. become wage earners at a fixsd salary.
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